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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended): A method for performing multiple path input/output, the 
method comprising: 

receiving a selection of a set of primary paths to be used for issuing transactions 
to the device, wherein the set of pri mary paths is a first subset of all available paths for 
the device: 

receiving a selection of a set of standby paths to be used for failovcr, wherein the 
set of standby paths is a second subset of all available paths for the device, wherein the 
first subset and the second subset have no paths in common: 

configuring a path control module for a device with [[a]] the set of primary paths 
to be used for issuing transactions to the device; 

configuring the path control module with [[a]] &e set of standby paths for the 
device to be used for failover: [[and]] 

issuing transactions to the device using the set of primary paths^and 

responsive to a path in the prima ry set of paths failing, failing over using at least 
one path in the set of standby paths . 

2. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the step of issuing transacti ons 
failing over using at least one path in the_set of standby paths includes: 

determining a first path within the set of primary paths; 

issuing a transaction to the device using the first path; and 

responsive to the transaction failing, failing over marking the first path as down or 

jnastjvs Wd configuring the pathcqptiiqli manager tPissuc tyans3Qtjp^ to the set of 

standby paths. 

3. (Original): The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

determining a second path within the set of standby paths; and 
issuing the transaction to the device using the second path. 

4. (Canceled) 
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5. (Currently Amended): The method of claim [[3]] 2, further comprising: 

responsive to the first path being restored, failing back to the set of primary paths. 

6. (Original): The method of claim 2, wherein first path is determined using a round 
robin approach. 

7. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the step of is s uing transactions 
failing over using at least one path in the set of standby paths includes: 

determining a first path within the set of primary paths; 
issuing a transaction to the device using the first path; 

responsive to the transaction failing, marking the first path as down or inactive: 
determining a second path within the set of standby paths; and 
issuing the transaction to the device using the second pat h, wherein the path 
control module remainsj^onfigured to usethe set of primary paths to issue transactions . 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Original): The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

responsive to the first path being restored, adding the first path back to the set of 
primary paths and adding the second path back to the set of standby paths. 

10. (Original): The method of claim 7, wherein first path is determined using a round 
robin approach. 

1 1. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the device is a first device and the path 
control module is a first path control module, the method further comprising: 

configuring a second path control module for the second device with a set of 
primary paths for the second device, wherein the set of primary paths for the second 
device is the set of standby paths for the first device; and 
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configuring the path control module with the set of standby paths for the second 
device, wherein the set of standby paths for the second device is the set of primary paths 
for the first device. 

12. (Currently Amended): An apparatus for performing multiple path input/output, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a path control module for a device, wherein the path control module is configured 
with a set of primary paths to be used for issuing transactions to the device , wherein the 
set of primary oaths is a first subset selected from a set of all available paths forjhe 
device, and a set of standby paths for the device to be used for failover. wherein the set of 
standby paths is a second subset selected from the set of all availab le paths for the device, 
wherein the first subset and the second subset have no paths in common; and 

a device driver for the device, wherein the device driver issues transactions to the 
device using paths selected from the set of primary paths and, responsive to a path in the 
primary set of paths failing, fails over using at least one path in the set of standby paths . 

13. (Currently Amended): The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the path control module 
receives a transaction request from the device driver and determines a first path within 
the set of primary paths; 

wherein the device driver issues a transaction to the device using the first path; 

wherein, responsive to the transaction failin g, the path control module marks the 
first path as down or inactive: and 

wherein the path control module fixils ov e r is configured to issue transactions to 
the set of standby paths responsive to the transaction failing. 

14. (Original): The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the path control module determines a 
second path within the set of standby paths and wherein the device driver issues the 
transaction to the device using the second path. 

15. (Original): The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the path control module fails back to 
the set of primary paths responsive to the first path being restored. 
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16. (Currently Amended): The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the path control module 
determines a first path within the set of primary paths; 

wherein the device driver issues a transaction to the device using the first path; 

wherein the path control module detennin es- a oooond path within tbo get of 
otandby paths marks the fir st path as down or inactive, responsive to the transaction 
failing; 

wherein the path control module determines a second path within the set of 
standby paths: and 

wherein the device driver issues the transaction to the device using the second 
path , wherein the oath control module remains configured to use the set of primary paths 
to issue transactions . 

17. (Original): The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the path control modules adds the 
first path back to the set of primary paths and adds the second path back to the set of 
standby paths responsive to the first path being restored 

18. (Currently Amended): A computer program product, in a computer readable 
medium, for performing multiple path input/output, the computer program product 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving a selection of a set of primary paths to be used for 
issuing transactions to the device, wherein the set of primary paths is a first subset of all 
available paths for the device: 

instructions for receiving a selection of a set of standby paths to be used for 
failover. wherein the set of standby paths is a second subset of all available paths for the 
device, wherein the first subset and the second subset have no paths in common: 

instructions for configuring a path control module for a device with [[a]] the set of 
primary paths to be used for issuing transactions to the device; 

instructions for configuri ng the path controt module with [[a]] the set of standby 
paths for the device to be used for fei lover : [[and]] 

instructions for issuing transactions to the device using paths selected from the set 
of primary path s: and 
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instructions, responsive to a path in the prima ry set of oaths failing, for failing 
over using at least one path in the set of standby paths. 

19. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 18, wherein the 
instructions for issuing transactions failing over using at least one oath in the set of 
standby paths include: 

instructions for determining a first path within the set of primary paths; 
instructions for issuing a transaction to the device using the first path; and 
instructions, responsive to the transaction failing, for failing over marking the first 

path as down or inactive and configuring Ihe path con trol manager to issue transactions to 

the set of standby paths. 

20. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 18, wherein the 
instructions for issuing transactions failing over using at least one path in the set of 
standby paths include: 

instructions for determining a first path within the set of primary paths; 

instructions for issuing a transaction to the device using the first path; 

instructions, responsive to the transaction failing, for marking th e first path as 
down or inactive: 

determining a second path within the set of standby paths; and 

instructions for issuing the transaction to the device using the second path, 
wherein the path control module remains confi gured to use the set of primary paths to 
issue transactions, 

21. (New): The method of claim 1 , wherein the path control module is a dynamically 
loaded extension of a device driver for the device, 

22. (New): The computer program product of claim 18, wherein the path control module 
is a dynamically loaded extension of a device driver for the device. 
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